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Dear Valued Customer,
With Christmas right around the corner, you may be doing a lot of online shopping. 
Shopping online is as safe today as it’s ever been, but the steps you take to protect 
yourself make all the difference.

Whenever possible, stick to trusted brands. Popular online retail experiences like Amazon 
give you proven track records of secure shopping. That’s a baseline starting point.  If 
you’re concerned about the validity of any business, check out the Better Business Bureau’s 
online business director. Be wary of where you click.

Regardless of brand name, you should always review the website to make sure it’s legit. 
Scammers have clever ways of getting you to websites that seem like the real thing, but are 
really just false storefronts aimed at stealing your money and data. Always check the URL in 
the address bar to be sure it’s the real deal – especially if you’re reaching the website from 
unsolicited email or advertisements.

Quite often, internet searches will pull up unfamiliar stores offering fantastic deals. Always 
do your due diligence before signing up or paying out. 

Password protect your identity by making sure you create strong, unique passwords. Easy 
passwords to remember are usually the easiest ones for hackers to crack. As a general rule, 
the best passwords have: 8 characters or more, at least 1 capital letter, numbers, letters, 
and special symbols, and meaning that’s virtually impossible to guess. 

A final rule of thumb is to be extremely diligent about keeping records of your online 
purchases. Not only will this help you track down any suspicious activity, but it will also 
serve to help you remember the who, what, and when of your shopping history.

Thank you for choosing Palmerton Telephone Company. We are here for you. If you 
need any assistance or have any questions regarding your Telephone or High Speed DSL 
service, please give us a call or stop in. If you think your internet could use a boost to 
improve your experiences learning from home, please get in touch.

Online shopping literally offers you a world of unique experiences you can explore. 
Keeping some good habits like the ones above will help keep you protected. 

Best Regards,
Tim Hausman

From the
Manager’s Desk:

We Love
Our Hometown

When you make a call, the person you are 
calling may see your telephone number 
and/or name on a Caller ID display unit. 
If you would like to block the display 
of this information, you have two free 
blocking options: per call blocking and 
line blocking. There is no charge for per 
call blocking. Line blocking is also free. 
There is only a charge if you remove and 
reconnect it.

Display of your telephone number on calls 
to 911 and to 800, 888 and 900 services 
cannot be blocked. To use Per-Call 
Blocking dial *67 (Tone) or 1167 (Rotary) 
before placing each call. The code to turn 
off Per-Line Blocking is the same as the 
one to use Per-Call Blocking, *67 or 1167.

Phone Feature
of the Month:

General Manager, Palmerton Telephone Company

Call ID Blocking

Sacred Heart Church Decorated for Christmas in the 1980s. 

Pictures and information borrowed from member contributed photos on the Love My Hometown 
Palmerton PA Facebook Group.

If you’d like to see what’s 
happening to benefit the 
non-profit groups in our 
area, visit our Community 
Events Calendar 
at www.ptelco.com. 
Just select ‘Menu’, then 
‘Community Calendar’.

Community
Calendar

FIGGY PUDDING

Ingredients:
• 1 ¾ cups buttermilk
• 12 ounces dried Calimyrna figs, coarsely chopped
• 1 ½ cups white whole-wheat flour (such as King Arthur®)
• 1 cup white sugar
• 2 ½ teaspoons baking powder
• 1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 1 teaspoon salt
• 3 eggs
• 1 ½ cups dry bread crumbs
• ½ cup butter, melted
• 1 (2.45 ounce) package sliced almonds
• 3 tablespoons orange marmalade
• 1 tablespoon grated orange zest
• ½ teaspoon orange-vanilla flavoring 

(such as Fiori di Sicilia)® Optional

Directions:
Step 1: Gently heat buttermilk and figs in a saucepan over 
medium-low heat until softened, 10 to 15 minutes; set aside 
until cool.
Step 2: Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 
Grease a tube pan.
Step 3: Sift flour, sugar, baking powder, nutmeg, cinnamon, 
and salt together in a bowl.
Step 4: Beat eggs in a large bowl with an electric hand mixer 
on high for 1 minute. Add fig-and-buttermilk mixture, bread 
crumbs, butter, almonds, orange marmalade, orange zest, and 
orange-vanilla flavoring to the beaten eggs; beat on low speed 
until blended. Gradually add flour mixture while beating until 
just incorporated into a batter. Spoon batter into prepared pan. 
Grease a sheet of aluminum foil; use to cover pan.
Step 5: Bake in preheated oven until firm and pulling away 
from sides of the pan, about 2 hours. Set aside to cool for 10 
minutes before removing from pan. Bake in preheated oven 
until edges are set, about 1 hour. Transfer pie to a wire rack to 
cool completely, about 4 hours.

(recipe yields 1 tube pan)



FUN FACTS
• “Jingle Bells” was the first song played in space.
• If you gave all the gifts listed in the “Twelve Days 
of Christmas,” it would equal 364 presents.
• In Ukraine, spiders are considered symbols of 
good luck at Christmas.
• There is a Christmas tree in Spain worth $15 
million.
• Tinsel was once made of real silver.
• Americans expect to spend around $850 on 
Christmas gifts each year. But they actually end up 
spending nearly $1,500 on presents.
• The Statue of Liberty is the largest Christmas gift 
ever given. It was considered a holiday gift when it 
was given to the U.S. by France in 1886, therefore 
it’s officially the largest Christmas present in the 
world.
• Thomas Edison and his business partner 
invented Christmas lights.
• The first tree at Rockefeller Center was an 
unadorned tree from construction workers. Today, 
the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree features 
more than 25,000 lights.
• Over a billion and a half Christmas cards are sent 
each year in the U.S.
• Christmas Day boasts the lowest number of 
relationship breakups. It’s the most popular time of 
year to propose.
• The largest gingerbread house ever made was as 
big as a real house.
• And the largest snowflake ornament ever was 
over 10 feet tall.

Brain Teaser

Before Mount Everest was discovered, what was the highest 
mountain in the world?

To enter, e-mail the correct answer to jbrixius@brctv.com
or send a 3” x5” index card titled “December Brain Teaser” to 613 Third 
Street, Palmerton, PA 18071. Please include your name, address, day-
time telephone number (to call only if you win), and the Brain Teaser 
answer. All entries must be received by 12/20/21.
Good Luck!

Palmerton Telephone is giving away a $25 Gift Card to  
Claude’s Creamery in Palmerton, PA.

printed by www.tnprinting.com

Product of the Month
Val-YOU Package

If you are looking for unlimited local and long distance calling, three-way calling, 
call forwarding, repeat call, call waiting, voice mail, return call, caller ID deluxe, 
then we have the perfect package for YOU! 
For only $39.49* per month, you can get all of these great features and 
FREE INSTALLATION if you call us at (610) 826-6650 before December 31, 2021!

*Additional taxes and surcharges apply. Includes calling within the continental U.S., Canada, Mexico, 
Alaska, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, and Northern Mariana.

Congratulations to Leonard Breiner, of 
Palmerton, PA. Leonard was the winner 
of a $25 Gift Card to Claude’s Creamery 

in Palmerton, PA.

Question: What do the following words have in 
common: polish, job, herb?

Answer: All three words are pronounced differently 
when the first letter is capitalized.

Brain Teaser | October 2021 Winner


